The recently proposed transfer of four rickettsias from the genera Haemobartonella and Eperythrozoon to the genus Mycoplasma with the Candidatus status is herein revised. This is because the Candidatus designation is for new, incompletely described taxa, in order to give them a provisional status. Thus, ' Candidatus Mycoplasma haemofelis ' is revised to Mycoplasma haemofelis comb. nov., nom. nov., ' Candidatus Mycoplasma haemomuris ' is revised to Mycoplasma haemomuris comb. nov., nom. nov., ' Candidatus Mycoplasma haemosuis ' is revised to Mycoplasma haemosuis comb. nov., nom. nov. and ' Candidatus Mycoplasma wenyonii ' is revised to Mycoplasma wenyonii comb. nov.
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We recently proposed the transfer of four rickettsias from the genera Haemobartonella and Eperythrozoon to the genus Mycoplasma (Neimark et al., 2001) . The status of these haemotrophic bacteria has raised a difficult question and also resulted in a comment that a nomenclature problem exists [Int J Syst Evol Microbiol 51 (2001 ), 1231 -1233 : the Candidatus designation is for new, incompletely described taxa, in order to give them a provisional status ; changing validly published names to Candidatus would lose their standing in nomenclature since no names may be added to or removed from the Approved Lists of Bacterial Names. On the advice of a member of the Judicial Commission of the International Committee on the Systematics of Prokaryotes, we are revising the recently published names for these bacteria by eliminating the Candidatus designation. The resulting names are essentially identical to those which we originally submitted for publication : 
